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President's Message
Francis Chalissery
Hello, PATSA! As the school year comes to a close, I
hope that you have been enjoying time after States. I
am proud to say that this year’s State Conference has
been one of the best of all time. Asides from the Board
of Directors and the State Officer Team, the credit
goes to you: the members of PATSA. From passionately completing your events to participating in the
Opening Ceremony Kahoot, all of you have contributed to a fantastic year.

and I believe that we have no limits. I have seen what
this state is capable of, and I know that we will exceed
everyone’s (including our own) expectations at the
National Conference.

With June moving forward, the National Conference
draws nearer every day! This year’s National Conference will take place in Atlanta, Georgia, and it is expected to be one of the largest and most excited conferences yet. Held in the Georgia World Congress
Center, the National Conference will feature a variety
of new opportunities and events, such as industryleading keynote speakers and networking opportunities.

Facebook: Pennsylvania Technology Student Association
Instagram: @PennsylvaniaTSA
Twitter: @PennsylvaniaTSA

As always, to stay updated with PA-TSA’s various
functions and opportunities, be sure to subscribe to
PATSA’s email list and follow our social media accounts:

PATSA, this will be the last President’s Message that
I write for you. I would like to take this moment to
thank you for the support that you have provided me
and my State Officer Team in our journey to success.
Looking to the future, I am ecstatic to see the even
greater heights that your 2018-19 State Officer Team
can accomplish next year.

Every year, we are one of the top performing states in
the country at the National Conference. Last year, we
earned the second-most top tens as a states—this year,
I think we can do even better. With enough drive and Signing off for the last time,
dedication, any level of success is possible in TSA. As
a state, I affirm that we are developed within one of
Francis Chalissery
the strongest STEM educations in the United States,
Your 2017-18 PATSA State President

TSA’s Impact
Throughout my six years in TSA, the experiences I had have prepared me for my future in college
and career, have taught me invaluable skills as a student, and has helped shaped me into the person I am
today. I’ve learned leadership, teamwork, communication, the importance of failure and having a strong
work ethic all of which I wouldn’t have learned without joining this association. I’m grateful for how TSA
has impacted my life in my six years, and will continue to impact me after I leave.

in only a few of my events, shaking my perceived invincibility. This early exposure to failure taught me
the importance of hard work and what it means to fail.
Although I used to not have to work to succeed, TSA
gave me a challenge that I couldn’t conquer without a
strong work ethic, making me change me work habits
not only for the next conference, but also in school
and other clubs. Likewise, I learned that not only okay
to fail, but that it is a necessity. Failure leads to inward
reflection, resilience and perseverance. Due to my
shortcomings early on in TSA, I've gained insight into
When I began TSA as a seventh grader, I engaged in multiple team events with my friends, excited the importance of failing, trying again and learning
to solve grand problems and change the world. But, I from my mistakes. Having a healthy outlook on failure
will prepare me for my many inevitable short comings
quickly found that my team was not working on the
so that I can learn, become more resilient, grow in my
project, instead hastily completing tasks close to the
conference without communication nor a leader. I re- character and move forward with tasks instead of becoming stuck in the past.
alized the commonalities between my failed team
events: no leader, no communication and little team
My TSA friends and I, have an inside joke:
work. I learned the need for a leader in events to dele- TSA should be renamed TSPA, to stand for “The Stugate tasks, establish communication and encourage
dent Procrastination Association”. Most members
team mates for a job to be completed well. Seeing this begin their projects a week or two before the conferopportunity, I decided to take on that role, solving
ence, staying up to obscenely late hours to finish tasks
some of the problems I faced previously. Learning the that should, and could, have been done months ahead
delegate, lead and take responsibility were experiences of time. And that’s exactly what I have done for many
completely unlike my traditional classroom setting,
projects. As I struggled to memorize a speech I wrote
which were often rigid with rules, guidelines and clear the night before regionals, or tried to fix a broken
standards. The chance to engage with my peers and
printer the day we leave for states, I realized the pains
problem solve expanded my leadership in ways my
of procrastination: the stress, the sleep deprivation and
classes never dead. The skills I gained in communica- the below par projects. Soon, I began to work ahead to
tion, teamwork delegation have prepared me for col- beat the deadline, a habit which as translated into my
lege and my career, and have also strengthened my
school work as well. I believe that now I am better
confidence as a leader.
prepared to meet those deadlines than others who
Although I now have success in TSA, my first weren’t in this club.
regional conference I learned failure. Before becoming
TSA has taught me more than any traditional
classroom could. The project-based learning, team
a member of TSA, I succeeded in most everything I
work, leadership and competition alone have develdid with ease, which created a false sense of confidence and infallibility inside of me. Then at regionals, oped me into the leader and person I am today.
I didn’t get the first place I expected; in fact, I placed
- Elizabeth McCombs Conestoga Valley HS

What to Expect in
Atlanta,
Georgia
Dhruv Agarwal
As many of you know, the National Conference is right around the corner and there are many opportunities to look forward too! This year there are
many different events that National TSA will be offering us. The first thing that the conference is hosting is
the keynote speaker Todd Thibodeaux, the President
and CEO of CompTIA. CompTIA is partnered with
thousands of businesses and has over 2000 members.
Up next is the Leadership speakers presented on Saturday and Sunday. These presentations are revolved
around the potential of TSA and how you can attain
your goals.

can try different coke product from different countries
(my favorite is the Indian Thums-Up and Fanta). Remember it will be FANTAstic. For all you thrill seekers that love a good rollercoaster make sure to catch a
RIDE to Six Flags Over Georgia. It features a bunch
of different rides, my favorite Goliath! Make sure to
coordinate with your advisor if you want ee any of
these attractions.

Lastly, the release National Candidates have
came out. For Sergeant at Arms we have 2 candidates
running, Devin Bunnell and Ashley Stokes. For reporter we have Ben Apt, Ahmad Ibasis, Kanav KaluNow for a little bit of fun! If you like the smell cha, Carson Mainka, and Jane Wight. For Treasurer
of peanuts and cracker jacks, love the true american
we have Elizabeth Bulay, Francis Chalissery, Emma
sport, or even want a free TSA hat, you should come Hopson, Alex Kumar, Payton Schaap, and Felix Shi.
to the Atlanta Braves Baseball Game! There is an en- For Secretary is Audrey Garoutte. For Vice-President
tire section for National TSA and it will be so much
we have Isabella Eleogo and James Ryan. For the offun! Make sure to leave to the game by 6:00! Wanna fice of President we have Polina Ermoshkina, Alexansee some sharks and different types of ocean life than der King and Hannah Selph.
you should definitely check out on the Georgia Aquarium, I hope to SEA you there. If you wanna share a
Nationals will be coming up shortly, so make
coke with your chapter you should check out the
sure to be wrapping up your events and getting packed
Amazing world of Coke, it features a bunch of history up for the 40th year of TSA! Hope to see you soon!
and tours of Coca-Cola and even section where you

Pool Voting
Bylaw Amendment Explanation
As many of you may already know, at last year’s National Conference, a bylaw amendment regarding pool
voting for National Officer Candidates was referred to
a committee composed of the State Presidents across
the nation.
First off, for those of you that have not heard of the
term “pool voting” before, here’s a brief rundown of
what it is. In PATSA, we vote for our State Officer
Candidates by office. However, in pool voting, all the
candidates are put in one pool, and each delegate ranks
their preferred candidates. In this system, candidates
do not choose their desired officer position prior to
running. Rather, upon being chosen as an officer, they
would choose their specific office, with the candidate
I highly encourage you to discuss this amendment with
receiving the most votes having first preference.
you advisor and peers so that you can offer your chapAfter a year of lengthy deliberation, the Compromise ter’s insight on the bylaw amendment at both the PA
Amendment Committee has decided to propose an al- State Delegation Meeting and Business Meeting. If
you have any questions on this amendment, please do
ternative to the pool voting system. The alternative
not hesitate to contact me at president@patsa.org or
proposal is as follows: If there is only one candidate
for an office, that candidate must receive a ⅔ affirma- National TSA Vice President Jessica Strait at nationaltsavicepresident@tsaweb.org.
tive vote to be elected. For that office, the voting options on the ballot will be “Yes”, “No”, and an abstention. A “Yes” vote will contribute towards a ⅔ vote
total, a “No” vote will contribute against a ⅔ vote to- See you at Nationals!
tal, and an abstention will have no effect. To access the
Francis Chalissery
official proposed bylaw amendment, please use this
Your 2017-18 PATSA State President
link.

NATIONALS

The Survival Guide

If it is your first year attending nationals, you are in for an
extremely exciting, incredibly rewarding, and very fun
week of your life! Still, there are a lot of things at the national conference that are much different from states that
are important to be prepared for. Here’s a compilation of a
few important reminders.

ence and the National Conference is the dress code. National TSA requires that you purchase the official TSA
blue dress shirt and wear it to all competitive events. Everyone must also wear gray slacks and black dress shoes,
and guys must wear black socks. Be sure to have all of the
correct items packed in your luggage, because the judges
will check your attire. They will check the color of your
First, national conferences do not provide meal tickets like socks, shoes, pants, and will even check for the official
our state conference does. If your school or chapter is pay- TSA tag on your shirt to make sure it’s the correct one.
ing for your meals, be sure to hold on to your receipts!! If Remember, you must dress to impress!
not, make sure to bring enough money that you will be
able to afford meals at more expensive restaurant and ho- Lastly, while most state conference attendees choose to
tel prices. It’s also a great idea to bring snacks and small
cheer for and support their chapter, it is most appropriate
breakfast items with you in your luggage to avoid spend- to support the entire state delegation while at the confering too much money!
ence. It’s like joining a chapter of 300 people for a few
days! At general sessions, always look for the sign that
Additionally, the national conference has many more stu- says Pennsylvania so you know where to sit, and anytime
dent participants than our state conference, nearly 8,000! Pennsylvania is mentioned, be sure to cheer and make
General sessions will be much larger, there will be lots
some noise! The most rewarding national conferences are
more competition in your events, and it will be very
those in which the state members support each other, igcrowded. As at states, it’s a good idea to always stick with nore chapter rivalries, and build friendships within and
a buddy or a group of people to avoid getting lost on your outside of the state that last a lifetime.
way to events, even individual ones. You should also be
prepared to stand in some very long lines on the first day While there are many differences between Pennsylvania
to drop of your events or sign up for interviews and
state conferences and National conferences, they both are
presentation times.
incredibly rewarding and are extremely enjoyable. We
hope that these tips have been helpful and ensure that you
One of my favorite things about national conferences is
have a successful national conference.
the TSA store! Each national conference hosts an official
- Victoria Keefauver, Committee Member
TSA store, where you can by all kinds of TSA merchandise, conference t-shirts, conference pins, and more!! Be
sure to bring a little extra cash so that you can rock your
TSA merchandise.
Another difference between the Pennsylvania state confer-

NATIONALS

The Survival Guide
Continued...

As TSA members, we always strive for excellence; to
complete this goal, we constantly search for ways to
better our events. Competitiveness increases as members advance to succeeding conferences. No matter
how you placed in your regional or state competitions,
there is always room for improvement!
Small changes such as asking teachers or other peers
to review portfolios for stylistic or grammatical errors
can be extremely helpful; different people can provide
different perspectives. Having the correct documentation can be the difference between a first place and a
second place! Furthermore, teams should practice and
drill their semi-finalist presentations. As the old saying goes, “It is always better to be prepared than sorry.” Even though practicing cannot guarantee an interview or presentation, teams who do have a presentation prepared are typically less anxious and perform
better under pressure.
n addition to preparation, members should seek feedback at each level of competition. If a state provides

judges’ feedback forms, it is strongly encouraged that
members look over the comments. Although competitors do not have to drastically change their projects
according to the suggestions, they should consider the
judges’ advice for upcoming conferences. Accepting
constructive criticism can be challenging at times, but
the best teams are those that can learn from mistakes.
Last but not least, the competitive events guide is the
most important resource during project completion.
The events guide has everything that an individual or
team would need; if a teammate is ever in doubt, he or
she should refer to the rules! The rubrics also serve as
a helpful tool--judges use the exact rubrics when they
grade competitive events. Following the rubric will
allow teams to construct a creative product that adheres to the guidelines. With these tips, you will
breeze through competition season with flying colors.
Best of luck in your competitions!
- Lauren Kim, Past National Officer

Passing on

the Gavel

Hey PA-TSA! The countdown to summer (and
Nationals) has begun! I wish you the best of luck with
any upcoming finals and final touches for your events.
Additionally, I am thrilled to be your 20182019 State President. I cannot wait for you to see what
the State Officer Team has in store for the year, and I
hope that you’re as excited as us. If you are, I strongly
recommend joining a committee next year. We will
release applications in the early fall, so make sure
you’re checking social media (@PennsylvaniaTSA on
Instagram & Twitter, Pennsylvania TSA on Facebook)
and the website for updates.
This year, committees made a large impact on
your TSA experience: from special interest sessions, to
promotional materials, to miracle minute. Of course,

...

our goal is to grow even more. Committees are a great
way to meet new friends, share and execute ideas, and
learn more about what goes on inside of TSA.
So, why should you look forward to next year?
Next year, the State Officer Team’s goal is to empower through collaboration- in committees, conferences,
and even personal outreach. My one suggestion to you
is: get involved. Email an officer, join a committee,
ask questions, make suggestions. PA-TSA has so
many great student-led opportunities for you to take
advantage of.
Have a great summer,
Abigail Reigner

