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Welcome to the 2014-2015 

Pennsylvania TSA year! 

  

 

 

 

   

  AUGUST 2014 

Hello PA-TSA! 

First of all, let me give you a big 

thank you for all of the support 

that you have given and continue 

to give to the State Officer Team. 

Without your assistance, we 

would not be able to expand and 

innovate TSA at such a significant 

level. Thanks to your continued 

support, the new officer team has 

a lot in store for the 2014-15 year. 

We look forward to bringing back 

a lot of familiar events but also 

adding our own flair to the state 

conference. This year we are also 

developing more ways that you 

can become involved in the state 

through different committees. 

Most exciting though, is the 

team’s plan to expand the website  

 

 

 

 

 

 

by adding an assortment of new 

tabs. The tabs that are under  

consideration are PA-POST, 

Competitive Events Archive, 

Photo and Video Archive, 

Fundraising Tips, and 

Membership Committee. Aside 

from these individualized tabs, we 

want to hear from you! We are 

looking at various ways to add 

polls and surveys about what you 

would like to see at your state 

conference. This is only the 

beginning of a wonderful year and 

we all hope you will be along with 

us for the ride. Stay tuned to the 

PA-POST for more interesting 

articles in the future! 

           

 Ben Cutler 
2014-2015 State President 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Message  
        Ben Cutler 

“Learning to live in a Technical 
World” 
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One of my main goals this year is to make 

the PA-TSA website more useful to you as 

you are working on your projects. To do this, 

I’m working on creating a new section on our 

website dedicated for resources and 

examples of competitive events. This will 

most likely include images or downloadable 

files showcasing exemplary projects, along 

with tips and clarifications about event 

specifications. My hope is that this will 

eventually become a jumping off point where 

anyone can go if they need help or 

inspiration for starting a project. Of course, 

this won’t be possible without your help. I 

want to hear from you about what events you 

would like to see included. Check the 

website soon for a poll, and be sure to vote 

for what events you think should be covered. 

Also, if you or someone in your chapter 

placed well at states or nationals this year, be 

sure to take a picture of the project and save 

it. Strong examples of each event will be 

needed to make this initiative successful. As 

parliamentarian, one of my other goals is to 

make sure that everyone understands what’s 

going on during the annual business meeting. 

To do this, I’m going to be offering a brief 

session about parliamentary procedure to 

voting delegates. At the session, we will 

cover the basics of Robert’s Rules and any 

motions that are likely to come up during the 

meeting. This will help clear up confusion 

about common motions and will make the 

meeting run more smoothly for everyone 

involved. 

If you have any questions or suggestions 

regarding my proposals, feel free to email me 

at      

parliamentarian@patsa.org.  

Expanding TSA 
By: Beth Barbis 

Hey PA-TSA! My proposal for 

this year is to get PA-TSA 

involved in the Pennsylvania 

Science Teachers Association 

Conference. This conference takes 

place in Penn State in December, 

and I believe that attending this 

conference would be very 

beneficial to TSA. 

Here is a brief summary of the 

conference from the PSTA 

website! 

"The PSTA Convention is 

sponsored by the Pennsylvania 

Science Teachers Association 

which is the statewide association 

for science educators in grades 

pre-K-16+. The convention is 

planned and carried out by the 

volunteer work of science 

teachers, supervisors, 

administrators, business contacts, 

and retired members. It attracts 

professional educators, preservice 

teachers, exhibitors and nearly 150 

workshops." 

At the conference, PA-TSA would 

have the opportunity to have a 

booth and hold a presentation 

about TSA. This would mean 

direct contact with teachers, 

administrators, and businesses. 

We would be able to introduce 

TSA to new schools and hopefully 

get more Pennsylvania students 

aware of TSA! 

For more information on the 

PSTA conference, you can visit 

pascience.org. 

If you have any questions feel free 

to contact me at 

sergeant_at_arms@patsa.org!  

What’s New TSA? 
 

By: Daphne Weiss  

mailto:parliamentarian@patsa.org
mailto:sergeant_at_arms@patsa.org
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BY: DAPHNE WEISS 

 

 

 

Just within my own chapter, I’ve heard plenty 

of excuses for not wanting to learn 

parliamentary procedure. However, 

parliamentary procedure is something that 

everyone can understand with a little bit of 

effort. Here are some of the common reasons 

that people put off learning Robert’s Rules 

and why you shouldn’t let them stop you. 

Excuse #1: I don’t even know what 

parliamentary procedure is. What’s the point? 

Parliamentary procedure simply refers to the 

rules that govern a meeting. TSA’s 

parliamentary authority is Robert’s Rules of 

Order Newly Revised, which means that we 

get our rules from that book. Parliamentary 

procedure is important because it protects the 

rights of all members, especially those in the 

minority, and ensures that meetings are run 

fairly and efficiently. 

Excuse #2: I don’t have time. Have you seen 

the size of that book?  

While the size of Robert’s Rules can be 

daunting, it doesn’t take long at all to get a 

fundamental understanding of parliamentary 

procedure. I’d recommend Robert’s Rules of 

Order Newly Revised In Brief to anyone just 

getting started, as it is very short and contains 

just about everything you need to know to 

understand what’s going on during a meeting.  

Excuse #3: I’m never going to need to know 

parliamentary procedure. 

Parliamentary procedure is by no means only 

used in TSA. Chances are very high that 

you’ll run into Robert’s Rules again at some 

point in your life, and it can’t hurt to 

understand the basics now. 

If you haven’t yet started learning Robert’s 

Rules, I’d highly encourage you to do so. You 

might even find that you enjoy it! 

Taking on TSA!  
By: Morgan Lepre 

Are you looking for a club where 

you can show off your talents in 

technology? If so, then TSA is the 

perfect fit for you! With over 60 

competitive events, the 

Technology Student Association 

offers a chance to compete 

utilizing technologies ranging 

from robotics all the way to bio-

technology. Throughout the school 

year, you and others in your 

chapter will create and design the 

events you have chosen to 

compete in. After months of 

working, your first step will be 

regionals! Here, you’ll enter your 

events for the first round of 

judging. Your projects don’t just 

stop at regionals, if you qualify, 

you’ll get to attend the state 

conference located at Seven 

Springs Resort and Spa in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Champion, Pennsylvania! For the 

2015 year, the conference will be 

April 15th through the 18th. 

Sounds too good to be true, right? 

Wrong! If you qualify at the state 

level, pack your bags because 

you’re going to nationals! This 

year, you’ll be traveling to Dallas, 

Texas with your projects to 

compete against the whole country 

and Germany! Besides all of the 

fantastic trips that come along 

with TSA, you’ll gain an 

experience like no other. You get 

to design your projects the way 

you want, you’ll gain knowledge 

in your field of expertise, but 

you’ll have a great time along the 

way. Sometimes TSA can get 

difficult, but it’s all about using 

your knowledge and ability to 

become successful! 

Have a great year and contact me 

at reporter@patsa.org if you ever 

need anything!     
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New Visions for 

‘14 and ‘15 

By: Lisa Gardner 

Hey PA-TSA! Hope you are all 

enjoying your summer and gearing 

up for another great year of TSA. 

To make this year successful, I 

have developed ideas to better 

your PA-TSA experience. 

 

One of my goals is to form 

partnerships with other 

organizations. Many of today’s 

businesses and universities have a 

large influence on job markets and 

the future of our society. By 

creating and sponsoring events 

from these organizations, us 

members will gain the skills we 

need to be successful in the future. 

PA-TSA currently has a successful 

mutual partnership with the 

Pennsylvania Society for 

Biomedical Research. Using this 

friendship as a model, I hope to 

forge more of these connections. 

This year I plan to work closely 

with Morgan Lepre (State 

Reporter), Chirag Agarwal (State 

Historian), and the newly formed 

Outreach Committee to find 

businesses and universities to 

sponsor PA-TSA events. They 

will provide cash prizes, 

scholarships, internships, or other 

opportunities to winners of these 

competitions. 

 

To execute this plan, we will start 

small by expanding our existing 

partnerships. Many regional 

conferences already host 

sponsored events from 

organizations in their region. For 

example, regions five and nine 

have the event Nanotech, which is 

sponsored by Lehigh’s 

Nanotechnology Network. We 

plan to bring this and similar 

events to the state level and seek 

further sponsorships from the 

technology industry. By piloting 

these initiatives this year, we are 

testing the waters for future years. 

We hope that these relationships 

will grow long after this officer 

team has left office. 

 

Another goal I have for this year is 

to contact government officials to 

gain their support of PA-TSA. 

With all the cuts to funding of the 

arts and technology programs in 

many school districts, gaining the 

attention and possible financial 

support of our leaders in 

government is of utmost 

importance. I plan to spearhead 

this initiative by sending letters to 

state representatives about the 

benefits of TSA and inviting them 

to attend our state conference. The 

backing of our representatives will 

help make it possible for more 

students to become members of 

TSA. With a stronger membership 

comes more political power and 

say in the future of technology 

education. We can learn more 

from each other and expand TSA 

for the better. 

 

Finally, I would like to expand our 

existing alumni newsletter into a 

student-run publication that would 

be distributed to alumni, business 

partners, and potential donors. 

This would be an easy way to 

keep TSA fresh in their minds and 

to get our members more involved 

in state fundraising. The 

newsletter could include updates 

on Pennsylvania’s achievements 

(for example our collective state 

results at the 2014 National 

Conference), personal stories from 

members and chapters, reasons 

why TSA is a worthy cause, and 

incentives to get people to donate. 

This newsletter would go to 

people who are already interested 

in helping TSA and it would help 

outline exactly what they could do 

to make a difference. With the 

powerful backing of students, it 

could become a useful fundraising 

device. If we succeed in getting 

just one alumni member to 

remember the memories they have 

from states, then we can get them 

to reach out to their former chapter 

members. We can develop a 

community dedicated to helping 

fundraise and judge events at our 

state conference. Many people 

have come through TSA with 

great experiences; if we can tap 

into their memories, we will 

become a much stronger 

organization. 

 

To learn more about any of these 

proposals, feel free to email me at 

secretary@patsa.org. I would love 

your help in making them become 

a reality! 
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Taking your 
Projects            
beyond 
Nationals! 

 

By: Chirag Agarwal  

 

Hello fellow PA TSA Members! 

            

At the Bucknell Leadership 

Conference, I proposed an idea 

to provide many of our teams 

and individuals a chance to build 

a connection with companies. 

Many of our event entries have 

the potential to truly impact the 

lives of many, but they, 

previously, were never provided 

the chance to do so. My goal is 

to build a website where 

individuals and teams can post a 

description of their projects for 

events such as engineering 

design, manufacturing prototype, 

etc. Along with this information, 

you would attach some pictures 

of the project and a description 

of why you believe you should 

receive the opportunity to 

develop it. After the state 

conference, companies would be 

provided access to this website, 

and would be able to sponsor 

many of these events in return 

for advertising (ex- a logo on the 

display). These companies would 

be able to choose how far they 

want to develop these projects, 

ranging from sponsorship until 

the national conference, to a 

marketable product/patent. This 

website will provide all of you 

with the chance to receive 

guidance and advice from actual 

businesses, helping our members 

prepare for their future through a 

firsthand relationship with 

companies. You may also 

receive free donations for use in 

sprucing up your events, 

increasing the chances for a 

national’s trophy. If a company 

decides to patent your product 

with you, it may result in an 

actual development of your 

invention as well the possibility 

to earn money for you and your 

team! This especially benefits 

our organization because it 

disseminates our name to many 

companies and potential 

sponsors, as well as putting our 

inventions and innovations into 

the market, all at minimal capital 

investment. These connections 

will last a lifetime for both PA-

TSA and the teams that seek out 

this opportunity, and this 

program and website can only 

grow in size. I encourage all of 

you to submit your great event 

entries to this website, as it may 

impact your future greatly! If 

anyone has any suggestions for 

this program, you can contact me 

at historian@patsa.org, and I 

look forward to making this a 

reality this year! 

 

Chirag Agarwal 

2014-2015 PA TSA State 

Historian  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:historian@patsa.org
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Event and Company Sponsorships! 
By: Morgan Lepre  

Hey TSA! I have many goals to accomplish this year 

for our organization. Corporate sponsorships are what 

I’m most focused on for this year. If you aren’t already 

aware, the event manufacturing prototype has a 

sponsorship. When you place in this event, you and 

your team receives a cash prize from the sponsor that 

you can use towards your event in order to improve it. 

I’d like to incorporate more sponsors for events at not 

only the regional level, but at the state level as well! 

Along with winning a cash prize, the company that’s 

sponsoring the event will get to know your work and 

your skills enabling you to build a relationship with 

that company which could become a potential 

employer for you! To accomplish this proposal, I’m 

working with Lisa Gardner (State Secretary), Chirag 

Agarwal (State Historian), and the newly established 

Outreach Committee. All of us are working hard to 

achieve this common goal to help you, the members! 

Why should we have sponsorships? 

 Cash prize for sponsored events 

 Corporate sponsorships will increase the 

publicity of the Technology Student 

Association.  

 If technology corporations are involved with 

your projects, they know what ideas you have, 

and the skills you bring to the table for that 

technology field. This being said, this 

connection will form relationships between 

you and the company for future jobs. 

 Companies could be willing to send a 

representatives to the state conference and 

another special interest session could be 

formed. 

The idea of corporate sponsorship is a great way to 

help PA-TSA flourish. Using this, we will increase 

publicity and increase funding, making not only PA-

TSA known, but National TSA known, which will 

result in more companies that are willing to invest and 

more publicity will cause a great increase in student 

membership!   

Money with Mathi! 
By: Mathi Tamilmani 

Hello PA-TSA! I’m Mathi Tamilmani, from the 

Downingtown STEM Academy, and I am very excited to 

serve as your 2014-2015 state treasurer! As treasurer, 

one of my primary jobs is to raise money for the 

National Service Project. The National Service Project 

has formed a partnership between TSA and the American 

Cancer Society to allow members to raise money for a 

worthy cause. This year, I hope to expand upon the 

effective fundraising ideas that took place throughout the 

previous year; this includes continuing events like the 

very successful NASCAR Relay.  

 
    Additionally, I hope to establish an American Cancer 

Society committee within several local PA-TSA 

chapters. Many PA-TSA chapters are not aware of the 

National Service Project and, therefore, do not contribute 

money to it. Because of this, each chapter should be 

encouraged to start a charity committee to raise money 

for the National Service Project. After seeing the great 

benefits it brought to my own chapter, I realized that PA-

TSA as a whole would benefit from this. I plan to work 

with the rest of the state office team as well as the 

advisors to compile a list of helpful fundraising ideas to 

send to each school. This would give them tips on how to 

start and run such a committee. A friendly competition 

can be organized to see which chapters can raise the 

most funds; this will not only donate money to a 

deserving cause, but also increase PA-TSA’s recognition 
on a national level.  

    I look forward to working with all of you throughout 

this year. Feel free to email me at treasurer@patsa.org 
with any questions! 
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New Committee, New Opportunity! 
By: Luke Artzt 

Hey there PA-TSA! Luke Artzt, 

your state Vice President here to 

give you the inside scoop on 

what I’m going to be working on 

this year. I have two main ideas 

that I would like to focus on, and 

both require the participation of 

the general membership. So if 

you’ve been looking for an 

opportunity to become more 

involved in our state’s 

organization, now’s your chance! 

My first idea is to 

establish a publications 

committee which will be in 

charge of coordinating and 

composing our state’s newsletter, 

the PA-POST. This new 

structure will allow for a more 

streamlined production process, 

while also making for higher 

quality output. The goal is not 

only to inform you, but actually 

feature you! We’d like to be able 

to feature stories of fundraisers, 

competitions, and other special 

events that chapters across the 

state are participating in. Here’s 

your shot to make the headlines! 

We’re going to need plenty of 

article ideas, so get your chapters 

involved in something new this 

year. 

If you’d like to go one 

step further and actually be 

behind the scenes of the PA-

POST, then becoming a member 

of the committee is definitely the 

choice for you. We will work on 

writing, designing, and 

distributing the issues of the 

newsletter. It will not be a ton of 

work, but it will be ton of fun. 

Have experience in organizing 

your school’s newspaper? If so, 

great! We could really use your 

skills. If not, don’t sweat it! This 

is also an opportunity to build 

those skills. Our state reporter 

will be in charge of the 

committee so if you have any 

questions or suggestions, shoot 

either her or me an email and 

we’ll get back to you ASAP. 

There will be more information 

on the committee in the coming 

months, so be sure to keep an 

eye out! 

My second idea is 

centered on the committee I’m in 

charge of; the membership 

committee. For the past few 

years in the committee we’ve 

done a lot to adopt new chapters 

into PA-TSA, but there was 

something we were missing. 

While it’s true that each year we 

had new chapters affiliating, we 

were also losing chapters at 

almost the same rate, mainly due 

to lack of funding. This is like 

taking two steps forward and one 

step back. It’s always great to 

gain new members, but to 

simultaneously lose experienced 

ones is a big price to pay. That is 

why this year I would like to 

focus more on retaining our 

chapters rather than inducting 

new ones. 

Both of these committees 

will be a blast this year, so look 

out for information in our next 

issue on how to join them. Our 

future is definitely bright, PA-

TSA. Let’s agree to work our 

hardest this year! I can’t wait to 

see you and all your awesome 

events at the regional and state 

conferences. 
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Stay tuned for the next PA-POST! All of us 
officers wish you a great start to the new 

school year! 

Have a great article you would like 
to share with PA-TSA? 

E-mail your State Reporter Morgan 

Lepre at reporter@patsa.org 


