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On behalf of all of 

the state officers, 

have a great state 

conference! 
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you want featured in 

the Post? Email 

reporter@patsa.org 

Hello PA-TSA! We are officially less than 

one month away from the much anticipated 

2016 state conference! In these few weeks before 

the conference, all of the fun events and 

opportunities that you have heard about are finally 

coming to fruition. As you plan out your states’ 

schedule, I encourage you to participate in at least 

one of these events. No matter what interest or 

talent you have, the officer team is hosting an event 

that suits YOU. If you are super athletic, you can 

show off your strength and endurance at our Iron 

Man competition. If you have the most beautiful 

singing voice or insane dance moves, you can 

participate in our Open Mic night. Whether you’re a 

gamer, a performer, an athlete, a trivia geek, or just 

love to compete, you can find something fun to 

occupy your time at the state conference.  

 

In this edition of the PA-Post, the state officers and 

state committees have some information about Iron 

Man, Open Mic Night, the Minecraft tournament, the 

Super Smash Bros tournament, and many more 

events. Be sure to keep a lookout for these events at 

the state conference, and feel free to contact me or 

any of the other officers with any questions. 

 

Thanks and good luck on your events!  

- Olivia Crocker, President 
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Hi PA-TSA, this year at states along with many new activities we 

will also be having some new fundraisers.  These fundraisers will 

be offered and going on throughout the entire conference. 

 

TSA-Cares as many of you hopefully saw at your regional conference is 

another ACS fundraiser new to PA-TSA.  This fundraiser allows participants to 

purchase a die-cut star for $1 that they can write their name on, or the name of 

someone they know who has been affected by cancer, and then post the star 

on the wall with others.  As a state we will be able to see the effect and impact 

we have made in the fight against cancer.  Stars will be sold at stag pass for 

$1 and we encourage you all to participate and make a difference in the 

ongoing fight against cancer. 

 

New to the state conference as well is TSBaes.  This fundraiser allows you to 

send a note with a Hershey on it to a new friend or old friend. It’s basically the 

same as a candygram.  At the state conference we all meet new people, and 

this fundraiser is a perfect way to show how much your friendship means to 

you.  This is also a great just to send a friendly note to someone you have 

known in your chapter or from another chapter.  They will all be delivered at 

once toward the end of the conference so make sure you buy one before it’s 

too late. 

 

Like the national conference we will be selling fun ribbons to hang from your 

name badge.  These ribbons will be able to be purchased from stag pass 

throughout the conference and are a fun way to spice up your name 

badge.  We all secretly know we want to be the kid with the most, and you can 

if you buy enough.  Make sure to bring extra money and buy them quickly 

because they will run out quickly if you don’t hurry.  There is no deadline on 

purchase for these, well before the conference is over, but don’t forget. 

 

There are a lot of new fundraisers this year and a lot of new activities 

too.  Make sure to check them all out and have fun! 

 

-Evan Hassman, Treasurer 



The state conference is always busy. 

However, you’re sure to have a bit of 

free time in between dashing around the hotel to 

compete. When you do, consider participating in one 

of our many activities and special interest sessions! 

 

Minecraft: 

We will be continuing our annual Minecraft 

tournament this year, so be sure to bring your laptop 

to states. There is a small entry fee of $5. May the 

odds be ever in your favor! 

 

Iron Man: 

If you’re more the athletic type, come show off your 

super strength at the Iron Man event! Prizes will be 

awarded, so bring your A-game.  

 

Friday Night Mixer: 

As you may have noticed, the theme of this year’s 

mixer is superheroes. Come out Friday night and 

destress after a long conference. Be sure to pack 

your capes! 

 
- Daphne Weiss, Vice-President 

How do I 

improve my project 

for states?  

If you received a 

judges feedback 

form from regionals, 

I highly recommend 

looking over their 

comments. Although 

you do not have to 

drastically change 

your project 

according to their 

comments, it would 

be wise to heed their 

advice. If you did not 

receive a feedback 

form, I suggest 

collaborating with 

your team to make 

improvements to 

your project.  

No matter what 

place you came in at 

regionals, there is 

always room for 

improvement! 

- Lauren Kim, 

Sergeant-at-Arms 



States can be pretty stressful at times, but the state officer 

team has been hard at work implementing new features that will help you 

have the most stress-free experience possible.  

 

Printing Station: 

Have you ever noticed a mistake in your documentation only upon arriving at 

Seven Springs? Have you ever participated in an on-site event but had trouble 

finding the time to print? Well, the state officer team is here to help! This year, 

our state secretary Catherine Liu has worked on implementing a printer 

station to be run at states. All you have to do is bring us your file on a flash 

drive in PDF format and we will print it for a low fee. Printing will cost $1 a 

page for the first four pages plus $0.25 for each additional page. All proceeds 

will benefit the American Cancer Society.  

 

New Member Tours: 

Seven Springs is a pretty large venue, and it can be tricky to navigate -  

especially if it’s your first year. I’ve been in TSA for five years and I still find 

myself getting lost at times. In order to alleviate some of the stresses of States 

for new members, the membership committee has worked in coordination with 

the state officer team to offer tours of the hotel. These tours will take place 

Wednesday night after check in and will stop at all the important locations you 

need to know for a successful conference. Watch for an email to sign up for a 

time, and we hope to see you there! 

 - Daphne Weiss, Vice President 



Future Technology Teacher is an individual event that allows high school 

students to explore and strengthen their researching, presentation, and 

leadership skills. Essentially, competitors choose a topic based on STEM related 

topics: medical technology, agricultural and biotechnology, power and energy 

technology, information and communication technology, transportation 

technology, manufacturing technology, or construction technology. In preparation 

for the event, individuals are responsible for researching different colleges and 

universities that offer technology teacher preparation programs and 

summarizing their research in an essay. In addition to this, they must compose a 

personal essay describing what makes them suited to become a technology 

education teacher. Competitors are also expected to write a lesson plan 

describing the rationale, goals, and objectives of their lesson. All of these 

components are submitted in a portfolio, as well as a teacher or counselor 

written recommendation. As for the on-site portion of the event, participants are 

required to demonstrate their lesson to judges in a ten minute presentation. This 

event allows competitors to explore possible career paths as well as 

strengthening skills in communication, creative thinking, organization, and 

decision making. All in all, Future Technology Teacher, like all other TSA events, 

are designed to spark the interest of STEM related fields in the lives of students. 

 
- Shreya Bhutani, Plymouth Whitemarsh HS 

What are some tips for running for state office?  

The biggest tip is to be confident. Although this is cliché, this adage is 

essential: if you don’t believe in yourself, no one else will. From my personal 

experiences, I feel that having a strong platform memorized is extremely 

important as well; know exactly what you want to propose, and be confident in 

your plan. In addition, the speech is very important. Make sure that your speech 

is within the time limit, and I extremely encourage practicing beforehand. 

Preparation is always noticeable, and a little bit of preparation can go a long way! 

- Lauren Kim, Sergeant-at-Arms 


