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Ben Cutler 

Hey PA-TSA! I hope all of your events are ready for 

regionals, and for those of you that have already had 

your conference, I hope your events lived up to your 

expectations! Although some regions have already 

had their conference, this edition of the PA-POST is 

dedicated to the first level of TSA competition. There 

is a lot of great information and some fun little reads, 

so be sure to read every page. Also, if you are a junior 

or even a senior, be sure to check out the            

scholarship opportunities on the website. These can 

be found under the "For Students" tab on the left 

hand side. Lastly, to make sure you are staying up to 

date with all of the PA-TSA news leading up to the 

state conference, be sure to sign up for our e-mailing 

list by clicking on the link on the homepage of the 

website. If you have any questions feel free to send 

us an email or talk to the state officer at your           

regional conference! 



Lisa Gardner 
Hey TSA-ers! If you’re a senior planning on attending college next year, you should 

consider applying for one of PA-TSA or National TSA’s scholarship awards. PA-TSA 

offers two student achievement awards available to all PA-TSA students: the Future 

Technology Teacher award (given to one member per year) and the Outstanding 

Technology Student Award (given to one female and one male member per year).   

PA-TSA also offers college sponsored scholarships for students applying to California 

University of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh Technical Institute, Johnson and Wales       

University, and Harrisburg University. Another opportunity is available for members 

who live in Region 2; they have the opportunity to apply for the Clark Scholarship. 

See patsa.org/programs/scholarships-awards for more information about any of the 

mentioned awards. All applications are due March 1st. 

Additional opportunities are offered at the National TSA level. The William P. Elrod 

Memorial Scholarship and the Future STEM Teacher Scholarship are open to TSA 

students who demonstrate financial need. There is also a Johnson and Wales         

University scholarship for TSA students wishing to attend that university. More        

restrictions apply, so check out tsaweb.org/Student-Scholarships.  

Good luck with everything!  

Olivia Crocker 

The Green Committee has been working on several projects over the last few months. 
Each event or activity is chaired or co-chaired by our members and we have submitted 
our proposals for review at the discretion of the Board of Directors. If you are at the        
Region 9 conference, you are in luck; we will have a short special interest session on 
green industry. For the state conference, we have been organizing a recyclable scavenger 
hunt similar to the scavenger hunt hosted at the state conference in past years. We are 
also working on establishing contact with other states. There are a few other state Green 
Committees in existence, but we wish to encourage the growth of even more committees. 
If you are interested in the Green Committee's activities, be sure to check PA-TSA         
publications. Good luck at your regional competitions!  



Morgan Lepre 

Have your leadership abilities been recognized by your peers, teachers or advisors? 

Have you served as an officer at your school? If you answered yes to these questions, 

you should consider attending the state officer special interest session at your regional 

conference if you wish to take your leadership abilities to the next level.  At this event, 

you will learn valuable information on application updates, deadlines, campaigning 

tips, the responsibilities of an officer and learn information from PA-TSA’s Green     

Committee. There are many ways to become involved in PA-TSA at the state level which 

include: Running for a state officer position, interview for an appointed position at the 

state conference (historian or parliamentarian), or applying for one of PA-TSA’s            

committee's (Green Committee, Communications Committee or the Outreach                       

Committee). Whatever option fits you the best, attending this session will be a great way 

of learning any information you need to know so you can begin serving PA-TSA on a 

state level. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at                              

reporter@patsa.org. Have a great regional conference and good luck in your events!  

Don't forget to attend the state 

officer special interest session at 

your regional conference! 



Chirag Agarwal  

1. Do NOT Procrastinate 

This is reminder #1 for a reason. Time is the most valuable resource, do work when you 

have a lot of it, so you don’t even have to worry about running out of it. We all have those 

super sessions the week before competition trying to get a robot built, or a display made, 

or a binder finalized, sometimes all three! Just avoid the inevitable hassle and work on it 

earlier, which leads into my next tip. 

2. It’s The Little Things That Count 

In a competition filled with event entry after event entry, judges look for the ones that 

stand out from the crowd, and usually these entries are the ones that place high.           

Everyone should already be fulfilling the core values of their event; that's not a tip, its an 

expectation. The tip then is to, when making your project, be it a display, a product, a    

performance, ask yourself what makes this project special and what will make it            

noticeable by judges? Essentially, subtle visual or aesthetic enhancements, such as lights, 

sounds, moving parts, colors, can take your project to the next level, all at little investment 

to you ( I mean, how hard is it really to put accent lights, or sound effects on your project. 

Believe it or not, these things DO matter). 

3. Plan Your Day Out Ahead 

Trust me, you don't want to goof around, only to find out at the last moment that you 

have an event drop off during your onsite event. Its not a good situation. Fortunately, at 

the beginning of the conference, you can check out your program guide, and plan out 

how you are going to spend your time, whether it be event drop offs, onsite events, open 

viewing, special interest sessions, lunch, or anything else that fancies you. Just plan that 

out, because I guarantee you, things change, and if you have a general idea of what you 

need to be doing, those random timings or room changes won’t affect you as much as 

someone who is running from event to event with no idea that they already missed 3 

drop offs and lunch. You want to know why? Because he didn’t plan ahead. Sound like 

fun? 
(Continue to page 5) 



4. You’re a Mess if You Stress 

Sounds easy enough, right? DONT STRESS. Well it’s not. Everyone handles stress              

differently, some not as well as others. The trick is to minimize it as much as possible.          

I assure you that if you just do as I’ve said in this guide, you will find yourself surprisingly 

stress free. And if you find yourself still stressing, really ask yourself if you followed as I’ve 

said. If you still find yourself stress, just take a deep breath and relax, you’re worrying 

about nothing. I mean you already are doing more prep than the average TSA student, you 

will be fine. Just put some faith into these words, some faith into your teams, and most 

importantly, a whole lot of faith into yourself. And if for some reason things don’t work out 

the way you want them to, just keep on trying, don’t throw in the towel just yet. I mean, if 

everything went according to plan, you wouldn’t be getting the full TSA member              

experience. Actually, you wouldn’t be getting the full life experience. Hopefully this guide 

helped, if you need any advice or help, or even just want to talk, be it about TSA or what-

not, you can reach me at: historian@patsa.org, and I would be happy to talk to you!  

Good luck at regionals!  

(Continued) 

Want an article featured in the        

PA-POST? Contact Morgan Lepre 

at reporter@patsa.org 



Daphne Weiss 

Three Important Motions 

In the last issue of the PA-POST, we covered the process 
through which motions are made and considered. This 
month, I’m going to share three motions that you’re 
likely to encounter at TSA business meetings. 

1. Postpone Indefinitely 

The motion to postpone indefinitely is typically used to 
avoid taking a vote on the main motion. If it is passed 
with a majority vote, it has the effect of killing the main 
motion. It can be debated but not amended. Postpone 
indefinitely takes precedence over nothing except for 
the main motion to which it is applied and can      
therefore only be moved when the main question is 
pending. (For example, if an amendment to the main 
motion is pending, the motion to postpone indefinitely 
would be out of order.) 

Phrasing: “I move that the motion be postponed          
indefinitely.” 

2. Limit or Extend Limits of Debate 
This motion allows an assembly to impose or loosen restrictions on the length of time 
spent debating. Limiting debate can be used to shorten the maximum length of speeches 
or reduce the number of times each member may speak. Extending limits of debate       
increases the length or number of speeches. The motion is amendable but not debatable, 
and because it limits the right of the assembly to debate, it requires a 2/3 vote to pass. 
Phrasing: “I move that debate be (limited/extended) to [provision].” 
Example: “I move that debate be limited to one speech of two minutes each per member.” 
3. Previous Question 
Moving the previous question means that you want to immediately end debate and take a 
vote on the main motion. It also prevents the making of further secondary motions with 
the exception of Lay on the Table. Like Limit or Extend Limits of Debate, it requires a 2/3 
vote to pass. It is not debatable (what would be the point?) or amendable. 
Phrasing: “I move the previous question.” 
Note: None of these motions may interrupt a speaker who has the floor. If you wish to 
make one, you must first gain recognition from the chair. They all also require a second. 
 
Finally, I’d like to encourage you all to attend one of the parliamentary procedure special 
interest sessions that will be held at states. There will be one session held for beginners 
and one for those with more advanced knowledge, and both will be primarily a question 
and answer format. Be sure to check your program for the times, and I hope to see you 
there! 
 
I’d love to hear your questions and feedback, so feel free to email me at                            
parliamentarian@patsa.org for any reason! 

mailto:parliamentarian@patsa.org

