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Hello PA-TSA! As we move into October, most of 

us are truly starting the TSA year. Once your chapter 

starts holding regular meetings, you should start 

considering how to prepare for your competitions and 

how to support your members. Although the regional and 

state conferences seem far away, you should start to 

choose events, plan fundraisers, and organize service 

projects. All of these topics (and more!) can be found 

inside this edition of the PA-POST. Be sure to check out 

our new column “Ask Lauren” and the Event Spotlight 

column! To stay updated on other PA-TSA developments, 

check the PA-TSA website often and do not forget to join 

our email list at http://patsa.org/join-our-email-list. If you 

have any other questions or suggestions for your state 

officers, please contact us at our officer emails (mine is 

president@patsa.org). I wish all of you the best of luck 

and hope you have a fantastic start to your TSA year! 

 

Olivia Crocker 

PA-TSA State President 
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Chapter Fundraising Do's and Don'ts  
Olivia Crocker  
 

Any seasoned TSA-er knows the looming downside to attending the state 
conference: the cost. Although PA-TSA works to limit expenses for the state 
conference in every way possible, the resultant cost is still high enough to scare 
some students. But never fear! To reduce the costs for your chapter to go to the 
state conference, you just have to establish some fundraising basics within your 
chapter. To achieve the maximum fundraising totals, simply follow the do's (and 
don't's!) of chapter fundraising.
 

Do’s 
 Work with Other Clubs: 

Depending on how many clubs are 
in your school, you may have a lot 
of competition while fundraising. 
Communicate with the other clubs 
in your school to avoid fundraiser 
overlap. Also, support the other 
clubs in your school so they will 
support you!  

 Get Donations: How can you get 
the most profit out of an event? 
Limit your expenses! Explain your 
chapter situation to local grocery 
stores and retail stores to obtain 
material donations. 

 Give Your Thanks: Remember 
those donations you got earlier? 
Thank the people who gave them 
to you! Local businesses will not 
assist you in the future unless you 
thank them. Do not forget to tell 
them about your performance at 
the state conference either! 

Don’t’s 
 Decide for the Group: This 

principle especially applies to 
chapter officers. Even if you think 
that a fundraiser will be successful, 
you have to get the rest of your 
chapter on board so it does not 
flop.  

 Rush into a Fundraiser: When 
planning large fundraisers, leave 
plenty of time to work out any 
issues that may arise. For 
example, do not plan a huge 
fundraiser within a month; this will 
result in frustration and stress for 
your entire chapter. 

 Plan Small Events: Although car 
washes and bake sales can make 
a profit for your chapter, the profit 
is likely under $1000. By planning 
a few large events throughout the 
year instead of many small events, 
your members can get the most 
fundraising money for their efforts. 

 

Sample Events:  
 Homecoming/Fall Carnival: If your school or community hosts such an 

event, create a booth (or booths) with games and food. By limiting your 
expenses, you can turn an impressive profit!  

 
 Fundraiser Dinner: Give each member a booklet of tickets to sell 

approximately a month before the dinner. If you get donations for the food 
and coincide the date with another major event (such as a school concert or 
championship game), your members should be able to sell enough tickets to 
make over $100 each. 



How To Build a Philanthropic Legacy  
Evan Hassman  

 
Last year, the state of Pennsylvania raised $3,379.73 for the American Cancer Society 

(ACS), the most that our state has ever contributed to the national service project. However, 

this year, the state officer team wants to tap into an underused resource to up our fundraising 

total even more. To make PA-TSA history, we need YOUR help. Although our team will be 

implementing ACS fundraisers at Regionals and States, we also need you all to host 

fundraisers at your own schools. I know that creating a fundraiser can be stressful and time 

consuming (trust me, I have done it too!), but your efforts benefit a great cause. As successful 

TSA students, we need to build a legacy that reflects not only our ability, but also our 

compassion for others. To plan a seamless fundraiser for the ACS, follow my advice:  
 

Use Your Resources:  
Coming up with a fundraiser idea can sometimes be the 

hardest part of the process. First, consider what you can use in your 

fundraiser. If you have connections with vendors, consider a food 

based fundraiser. My middle school chapter had a school wide 
carnival with games and food; our ticket sales benefitted the ACS. 

You can also use resources in your technology education 

department. Boyertown Area Senior High TSA recently hosted a 

school wide Pink-Out and sold pink t-shirts that were made using 

screen printing equipment within their school. You could even have 

a Nascar Relay for Life similar to one held at the state conference. 
Whatever fundraiser you choose to host, just make sure that you 

can pull it off. If you do not have the resources to host a huge 

carnival, choose a smaller fundraiser. Every donation helps us to 

reach our goal. In fact, if every chapter in PA-TSA donated just $25, 

PA-TSA would raise over $3,000.  

 

Pinpoint Issues Before They Happen:  
Once you have an idea in mind, it is time to find out exactly what you need to do to host 

this fundraiser. Be prepared for anything and make sure everything is accounted for. Meet with 

your school administration to get permission to hold your event, form an event committee, 

make schedules, create sign-up sheets  - in short, do anything you can to cross your T's and dot 

your I's. Although I may not know all the details about your fundraiser, please send me an email 

if you need any guidance and I will get back to you as soon as possible with my advice. 
 

Hold Your Event (Be Sure to Have Fun!):  
Once you have everything prepared, it is show time. This is when everything runs 

smoothly because of all the preparation you have done. When you see how successful your 

event is, you can let the anxiety melt away and feel pride instead. You should be proud; the 

American Cancer Society is a great charity that helps tons of people fight cancer. Everyone 
can form a connection with this fantastic cause by contributing to the national service project.  

 
Article continued on next page… 

 

Students participating 

in a school wide Pink-

Out sponsored by 

Boyertown TSA 



Find Other Ways to Give Back:  
If you loved seeing the positive impact of your fundraising event, consider giving back in 

another way by participating in a community service project (or creating one of your own). 

Volunteering both benefits your community and spreads the word about TSA with a positive 

image. Last year we had one chapter submit a service project for the service-based Inspiration 

Award. The project was exemplary, but the more project submissions, the merrier.  
 

Whether you contribute to the ACS or volunteer within your community, your actions 

place TSA (and its members) in a positive light that emphasizes our philanthropic side.  

 

 
Middle School Event Changes  

Daphne Weiss  
 

This year, National TSA revised the middle school event guide. Quite a 
few exciting events have been added for the upcoming year. Some of 
the highlights include:  
 

 CAD Foundations - Students will use their knowledge of Computer Aided 
Drafting to create a 2-D drawing of a given object.  

 Catapult Design - Each team will design and build a catapult capable of 
launching a golf ball at a target.  

 Children's Stories - Each team will write and illustrate a children's book that 
teaches an educational or social lesson.  

 Forensic Technology - Students will take a written test on forensic 
technology to qualify for the semifinalist round, which will require evidence 
from a mock crime scene to be collected and analyzed.  

 Promotional Marketing - Students will design a poster, fact sheet, and T-
Shirt to be used in promoting TSA.  

 
A few events were also modified, so be sure to check the specifications 
for your events to see if they've changed!  
 
For more details on the middle school competitions, visit 
www.tsaweb.org/Middle-School- Competitions, and be sure to ask your 
advisor for the full event guide so you can familiarize yourself with the 
new regulations. Good luck on your competitions!  



Ask a State Officer  
Lauren Kim  
 

Q: Should I do team events or individual events?  
A: The simple answer is that it depends on the person. From my personal experience, I enjoy 
working on individual events because I find that for most events, I work best when I am alone. 
Individual events are definitely time-consuming since you are alone, but if you are diligent and 
focused, it is a rewarding experience. On the contrary, team events are really fun as well! Team 
events can be less stressful because you have more manpower to pull the weight; however, 
when team members do not contribute, the project can fall apart. The good news is that this 
situation, while frustrating, can be avoided through communication. Participating in team events 
is also an awesome way to get to know chapter members better! All in all, just pick the event 
that most interests you, and put 100% into it! 
 
Q: How should I pick my teams for events?  
A: Depending on the event, teams are usually 2-6 people. With that being said, in order to be as 
successful as possible, a team must be able to work together efficiently. I find that it is helpful if 
you have different people with specific skills. On a team, you will need a skilled essay writer and 
binder creator. In addition, you will probably need a proficient public speaker or interviewer. 
Many events, such as Biotechnology Design, have semi-finalist interview portions, and others, 
like Fashion Design, have presentation aspects. In order to succeed in these settings, you need 
a teammate who is well versed and knowledgeable about your project. Lastly, for hands-on 
events such as Engineering Design and Webmaster you will need a person who knows how to 
create the product and display. For instance, for Webmaster, you cannot expect to succeed 
unless someone on the team knows how to build a website. Lastly, you need team members 
who will make you smile; ultimately, TSA is about having fun while doing what you love, so if you 
are not making memories with your team, you are not living #TheTSAWay. 
 
 

Event Spotlight: Career Preparation  

Zach Chan  
 

As college applications go out, 
fall sports wrap up, and PSAT’s are 
administered, PA-TSA would like to 
recognize an event that helps 
competitors get college and career 
ready. Career Preparation (High 
School) is an event that has 
competitors research and develop 
mock cover letters and resumes. 
Competitors are given a list of three 
STEM careers that they must 
research, including learning about the 
career’s necessary skills, education 
requirements, and salary.  
 
 

Semifinalists participate in a ten 
minute mock job interview on an 
assigned career. This event develops 
competitors’ writing skills and 
introduces competitors to sample 
careers that they may pursue in the 
future. Participants also experience 
the job application process through 
this event; this experience can help 
competitors in applying for jobs in the 
workforce even while they are still in 
high school! Be sure to consider 
competing in this event this TSA 
year!   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

How to Make Motions 
~Disappear~ 
Samantha Horry 

 
 

For October’s spooky edition of Parli Fun, I 
would like to go over some ways that you 
can use your knowledge of parliamentary 
procedure to turn motions into ghosts, 
never to be seen again.  
 

Seeing A Vote Through: 
The most obvious way of shooting down a 
motion is by letting the motion be heard 
and debated (if appropriate) and then 
having enough people vote against the 
motion so that it fails. It is important to 
know what type of motion you are dealing 
with in this case, and how many votes is 
required for the motion to fail. Motions 
either need a majority or a 2/3rd vote to 
pass, and a full list of which motions fit into 
which category can be found in your handy 
copy of Robert's Rules of Order or online.  

A good rule to go by while determining 
which motions need a 2/3rd vote is that a 
2/3rds vote is needed whenever a vote 
impedes on the member's rights. A member 
has the right to speak and debate on a 
motion, and therefore the motion to end 
debate (the previous question) requires a 
2/3rds vote.  
 

Using Secondary Motions: 
However, there are other ways of making a 
motion or an idea fade away during a 
business meeting. First of all, the member 
that makes a motion is allowed to make a 
motion to withdraw their motion, if the 
motion has not yet been stated by the chair. 
Another member can also make a motion to 
object to the consideration of the question, if 
the motion proposed is truly heinous.  
 

Postpone Indefinitely: 
An interesting way to dispose of a motion is 
by using the motion to postpone indefinitely, 
which kills all debate and consideration of a 
motion. No vote on the motion is held if 
postpone indefinitely passes, and since 
postpone indefinitely impinges on members 
right to hear the main motion, it requires a 
2/3rds vote. Postpone indefinitely is not 
meant to be used to kill any motion, but was 
crafted to avoid voting on motions where 
both outcomes would look bad for the 
organization. Say your chapter only has no 
money in their treasury, but a member 
moves to donate 1000 dollars to a charity. 
Your chapter does not want to vote no on 
donating to charity, but they do not have the 
money needed to donate. Postpone 
indefinitely can let your chapter avoid a vote 
on the motion.  
 
I hope you all have learned a bit more on 
how to turn motions into ghosts, in the spirit 
of Halloween! 



Email your State Reporter, Zach Chan at  

reporter@patsa.org  

For it to be included in the next PA-Post.  

Be sure to check out the next edition of the  

PA-Post!  
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