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Hey there PA-TSA! Firstly, I would like to 
congratulate all of you on the amazing work 
you have displayed over the past year! I 
have seen some fantastic projects at our re-
gional and state conferences, and I am hap-
py to say that those projects are some of the 
best in the nation. At the national conference 
in Dallas this past June, Pennsylvania took 

home the most trophies out of any state delegation. I am proud to serve you this 
year and thank you for your support, as does the rest of the State Officer Team. 
This year, the State Officer Team is working to improve the state conference by 
addressing past issues and adding new events. We are also hoping to communi-
cate more with YOU, the membership. To keep you updated on our activities, as 
well as any other PA-TSA developments, we want to use social media and the 
PA-TSA email list (which you can join at http:// patsa.org/join-our-email-list !). We 
are also hoping for you to get more involved in our Green, Membership, Out-
reach, and Communications Committees. As we look at the year ahead, our 
team is deciding how we want to build our legacy within PA-TSA. We hope that 
each one of you will also want to build YOUR PA-TSA legacy by competing, join-
ing a committee, or even running for state office. Expect more PA-Post articles 
with important PA-TSA news, and, as always, contact me at presi-
dent@patsa.org with any questions or concerns! 
 
Olivia Crocker, PA-TSA State President 
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Back to School Club Fairs and Why They Matter  

By Catherine Liu, PA-TSA Secretary 

 

  The beginning of the school year is a nerve-wracking, but also exciting, time for everyone. 

Many schools hold club fairs at the start of the school year. You have probably spotted the foot-

ball team handing out t-shirts or the community service club giving out brownies to persuade new 

students to join their organization. This is a prime opportunity to reach out to your school com-

munity and let them know about the amazing opportunities TSA has to offer. 

  Mention the scholarships that students can receive and the huge range of events that stu-

dents can compete in, from Dragster to Fashion Design to Extemporaneous Speech. Be sure to 

debunk the misconception that TSA is just coding. Tell your peers about how TSA can give them 

a taste of careers that they are interested in and prepare them for the work industry. It would not 

hurt to mention how fun our conferences are either! 

  Rowdy athletes of sports teams can often overshadow academic clubs at these fairs, but 

do not let that happen to you! Your station at the club fair should be colorful and eye-catching. 

Put yourself in the position of a new student and use that perspective to determine whether your 

station is aesthetically appealing. You want new students to be curious enough to walk over to 

you and ask questions about the TSA experience. 

  Recruiting new members is monumental in building the TSA legacy. Younger members are 

especially crucial in maintaining a chapter at your school. If your school’s TSA only consisted of 

upperclassmen, it would have zero members after those upperclassmen graduated and the fu-

ture generations that attend your school would not have the opportunity to be involved with an 

amazing Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO). This is an issue for many schools, 

so be sure to take advantage of your club fair and promote TSA. 

  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at secre-

tary@patsa.org. I hope you are excited to represent our life-changing organization at your 

school’s club fair this year! 



PA-TSA State Committees:  

Who Is Who and What They Do 

By Zach Chan, PA-TSA Reporter 

    Committees are one of the best ways to get involved in PA-TSA. Each com-
mittee works to promote TSA, while allowing members to become more active in TSA. 
Committees also allow members to step into leadership positions, and serve as a 
great starting block for potential state officer candidates. PA-TSA has four committees 
with separate spheres of focus. PA-TSA’s Green Committee works to promote envi-
ronmental awareness and green lifestyle choices. The committee also works to create 
greener methods of submission for events at our state conference. PA-TSA’s Mem-
bership Committee works to promote TSA to schools in Pennsylvania that do not have 
TSA programs and also works with existing chapters to strengthen their programs. PA
-TSA’s Corporate Outreach Committee works to promote PA-TSA to companies and 
corporations that may sponsor an event or provide qualified persons to judge an 
event at regional or state conferences. Last but not least, PA-TSA’s Communications 
Committee works to write articles and updates for the PA-TSA website and social me-
dia outlets. Each committee is looking for members to join. Applications can be found 
on the PA-TSA website. Apply today to help PA-TSA in this new year! 

Chapter Elections: The Start of Leadership in TSA 

By Stephen Donchez, PA-TSA Historian 
 

   The idea of chapters is fundamental to the success of PA-TSA. However, a truly 

successful chapter requires more than just a dedicated advisor and a bunch of students 

working on events. For a chapter to truly thrive, its students must take initiative. The easiest 

way to get involved in your chapter is to become a chapter officer so you can be a leader 

within your school. If your school already has a chapter officer team, talk to your advisor 

about getting on the ballot. If it does not, talk to your advisor about creating one.  

   The election process is key to the effectiveness of an officer team. It is crucial that 

the election be impartial and fair. If at all possible, the election process should be formal, 

and should exist either as a portion of your bylaws or in accordance with Robert’s Rules of 

Order. Many chapters seek to include stipulations that require a student to have been a 

member for at least one year prior to seeking election, and many may seek to implement a 

specific voting process. Chapter office is a great way to build experience in a leadership 

role, whether it be for college applications or as a stepping stone to a state officer cam-

paign. Talk to your advisor today! 



Want an article published in the next PA-Post? 

Email your article to your State Reporter, Zach Chan at 

reporter@patsa.org for it to be included in the next edition 

of the PA-Post. 

Parliamentary Procedure:  

What Is It and Why Does It Matter? 

By Sam Horry, PA-TSA Parliamentarian 

   Parliamentary procedure - a constant, if unpopular staple of TSA. Some might wonder why 
TSA’s strict adherence to parliamentary procedure is necessary, or why implementing chapter 
meetings that follow Robert's Rules of Order is worth the effort. As a premier CTSO, parliamentary 
procedure helps us display professionalism, clarity, fairness, and equal representation of members. 
My own chapter, in the years I have been a member of TSA, has strengthened itself through more 
reliance on parliamentary procedure. We adopted official bylaws and have regular monthly official 
meetings. This has lead to more clarity for both students and parents, as any complaints or chang-
es have an official route of action. Petty squabbles have decreased, and order has taken over. Eve-
ry member, no matter how new or old, has an equal vote, which has led to increased new member 
retention, as people feel like they have a worthwhile say in the affairs of the chapter. Inviting school 
board members or business liaisons to chapter meetings is an excellent way for your chapter to 
showcase its professionalism and technical excellence. Additionally, understanding parliamentary 
procedure at the chapter level allows TSA members to be more informed during the state and na-

tional business meetings. More edu-
cated delegates means that students 
will be able to effectively promote the 
changes they want to make to PA-
TSA, and give voices to students who 
feel like issues need to be talked 
about. Over the next year, I want to 
help you all become more fluent in 
parliamentary procedure. I hope that I 
can spread the excitement and im-
portance of Robert's Rules of Order to 
PA-TSA, so each one of us can take 
on a larger role in the affairs of our 
beloved association. 

Be sure to check out the  

next edition of the PA-Post! 


