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President’s Message 

Hi PA-TSA! 

This edition of the PA-POST is 

geared towards the beginning of 

the TSA year. As school is now 

well underway, you should be 

starting to think about and plan 

for your different events and the 

upcoming 2015 conferences. Look 

inside of this edition of the POST 

to learn how to run a new     

chapter, strategies to get      

members, and how to get         

financial aid from your school 

board. Also make sure to check 

out the other parts of the POST 

for other fun TSA related-        

articles. Finally, make sure you 

are staying up to date on the        

happenings of the organization 

by frequent visits to the PA-TSA 

website! If you ever need         

anything at all, please feel free to 

contact any one of the officers at 

(the officer’s title) @patsa.org.  

Good luck beginning your 

TSA year! 

 

http://patsa.org/


Membership and Communications 

Committees By: Luke Artzt 

 

Hey PA-TSA! So I hear you’re interested in 

joining the Membership and Communications 

Committees? Great news! I’m here today to tell 

you how to make that a reality. If you are still  

unfamiliar with what each committee’s purpose 

and objectives are, refer to the article I wrote for 

the previous issue of the PA-Post. 

Let’s talk Membership Committee for a bit. 

There should be a page on the PA-TSA website 

that contains the forms that must be submitted in 

order to participate in the committee. One of them 

is simply a Google  

Form where you just answer a few questions, and 

the other is a participation form that requires a 

few signatures. I must have both before you can 

attend any meetings. Neither should take much 

time to complete, so don’t be concerned about 

that. A small change we are making this year is 

the way we communicate as a committee. Rather 

than through email, like we have in the past, we 

have established a Facebook group exclusively for 

members. This will likely be more effective at 

keeping everyone involved in the loop. A lot of  

important information will be posted there, so be 

sure to add me on Facebook so you can be invited 

to the group! 

Now on to the Communications Commit-

tee. Mostly all the same measures are going to be 

taken here as well. Just navigate to the page     

specific to the Communications Committee and 

follow the same steps. It’s a simple process, so we 

should be up and running in no time! I’m really 

looking forward to getting things going this year 

and I hope you are too.  

Hope to hear from you soon! 

Hello PA-TSA! As co-chairs of the 2014-2015 Green Committee, we, Olivia Crocker and Ben 

Grunauer, would like to invite you to complete our Green Committee Application. If you have an in-

terest in the environment, PA-TSA, or meeting people from around the state, we strongly encourage 

you to apply so that, as a team, we can better the environmental status of PA-TSA. We are striving 

towards a team of about fifteen people this coming year. The application deadline is November 1, 

2014 and the application is available on patsa.org. If you have any questions, please contact us at 

green@patsa.org. Thank you and good luck in the coming TSA year! 

http://patsa.org/
mailto:green@patsa.org


Welcome New Members! 
By: Morgan Lepre 

By now I think it’s safe to assume your TSA     

chapter has held their kick off meeting. Every 

year we welcome hundreds of new members, and if 

this is you, congratulations! TSA is one of the best 

and most fulfilling organizations a school could 

offer. If you’re not sure what to expect, or you 

would like some insight on the months leading up 

to regionals and states, this article is for you! 

From personal experience, I know right about 

now your sorting through the National TSA 

events and PA-Only events. While expanding 

your horizons is great, remember to choose a fair 

amount of events that you know you can handle. 

Taking on many events can overwhelm you and 

cause stress when a conference is approaching. 

Throughout the next few months it is important 

to diligently work with your group members and 

on your projects. This tip will maximize the    

quality of your finished project. Also, remember 

to thoroughly read the rules and regulations for 

your events so you minimize point deduction. 

There have been many times where a small      

mistake has cost someone a first place trophy, so 

make sure you know your project rules inside and 

out! As the regional conference nears, get ready to 

suit up in class A and sweep the competition! 

Keep some of these tips in mind and your first 

year will go great.                  

Good luck this year to all! 

 

Why Should You Attend School Board Meetings? 
By: Beth Barbis 

With the start of the new school year, I'm sure many of 

you are worrying about classes, schedules, and sports, 

but not about what you can do to help your school’s 

chapter. However, there is something you can start   

doing at the beginning of the school year that will  bene-

fit your chapter immensely, and that is attending and 

speaking at your school district’s school board meetings. 

Here are some reasons why you should consider this! 

 

1. It helps get administration involved. 

      When you attend a meeting to update your school 

board on what your chapter is doing and what you have 

accomplished, it makes the administration a part of 

your chapter, and this involvement makes them more 

willing to help. 

 

2. It promotes TSA in your community. 

     There are many parents who attend school board 

meetings, as well as teachers, businesses, and other    

students. By speaking about TSA at these meetings, 

you are introducing TSA to more than just the school 

board, but to your community. 

 

3. It makes your chapter look great! 

     Having a student speak at a meeting makes a great 

impression for your chapter! By having students speak 

to adults about something they feel so strongly about 

helps show the administration that TSA is an amazing 

organization that teaches students so much, which will 

help get support for your chapter. In addition to these 

things, attending school board meetings will introduce 

you to the people in charge of your school, and will keep 

you informed on the things going on in your district. 

Being present at these meetings helps you and your 

chapter look great, gets your administration involved, 

and promotes TSA in your community. I strongly     

recommend attending for these reasons! 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at 

sergeant_at_arms@patsa.org! 

mailto:sergeant_at_arms@patsa.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month, I want to explain some of  the 

fundamental concepts of  parliamentary 

procedure. These basic ideas are vital to un-

derstanding Robert’s Rules.  

 

Motions 
A motion is quite simply a proposal that a 

group take an action. Motions are made by 

saying “I move that…” or “I move to…” 

followed by the actual motion. Most mo-

tions need to be seconded, meaning that a 

second member of  the group wants to dis-

cuss the motion. 

 

Let’s say that a member wants to order piz-

za for the next meeting. The motion might 

sound something like this:  “I move that 

our chapter order a cheese pizza at the next 

meeting.” 

 

Amendments 
Oftentimes, a motion is not perfect the way 

that it is originally worded. When this hap-

pens, members can move to amend the mo-

tion, which just means to change it in  

 

 

some way. Amendments must be related to 

the original motion, and they are always 

voted on before the motion to which they 

are applied.  

There are three different types of  amend-

ments that can be made. The first is to add 

or insert words. In our example, someone 

might move to insert the word “regular” 

after the word “next”  

 

The second type of  amendment is to strike 

out. This can be used to remove a word. In 

our example, someone might move to strike 

out the word “cheese”.  

 

The third type of  amendment combines 

these to strike out and insert some part of  

the motion. This just replaces what is 

struck out with the insertion. In our exam-

ple, someone might move to strike out the 

word “cheese” and insert the word 

“pepperoni.” 

 

Debate and Voting 
Most motions allow for debate before they 

are voted on. If  not, the chair puts the mo-

tion to a vote immediately. Most motions 

require a majority to pass, meaning more 

than half  of  the votes cast. Other motions 

require ⅔ of  the vote to pass. These are typ-

ically motions that would take some kind 

of  right away from the members. 

  

 

As always, if  you have any questions about 

parliamentary procedure or suggestions for 

a topic I should cover, feel free to email me 

at parliamentarian@patsa.org. 

By: Daphne Weiss 

mailto:parliamentarian@patsa.org


Keeping your Chapter Strong! 
By: Lisa Gardner 

The endless chapter struggle: how to 

attract members and retain them from the 

first meeting until States. Here are some 

quick tips to keep your chapter enrollment 

increasing: 

 

Publicize the First Meeting 
    Unfortunately, TSA is not a club that can 

recruit members throughout the year. Nation-

al and State TSA mandate that all members 

compete at the prior conferences, so the time 

to get new members is now. Plus the faster 

you recruit, the sooner you start events. 

    To get the maximum number of  people to 

come to your first meeting, make sure you 

publicize it. Put up posters around your 

school, make promo videos to post on Face-

book, and get your current members to bring 

someone new to the meeting. Another easy 

way to get people to show up is to bring food. 

High school and middle school kids are always 

hungry after school. 

    Also make sure that you get a chance to ex-

plain what TSA actually is. If  you don’t have 

room on your poster/announcement, consider 

substituting TSA with “technology club” or 

something similar, so people understand the 

purpose of  the club. 

 

Explain the Benefits of  TSA 
    Once you have your first meeting scheduled 

and publicized, make sure to sit down with 

your team of  officers and come up with some 

ideas of  what you value most about TSA. 

Then, make sure you share it with your new 

members! If  you convey your passion about 

TSA in a well-developed presentation, people 

will be hooked. Also try to understand aspects 

of  TSA that would make it attractive to 

someone who might not normally sign up. 

Many people will want to join TSA because 

they enjoy technology, but some will want to 

get career preparation or college credit. Either 

way make sure you stress the time and effort 

commitment that they will be giving to TSA, 

so you get  

members who truly want to contribute. 

 

Compare and Contrast TSA to Other 

School Activities 
    If  your school has a chapter of  FBLA or 

Science Olympiad, talk to their officers about 

their membership. Chances are, they have 

similar issues finding members. Consider 

meeting up to discuss ways that all your clubs 

can benefit through joint-advertising and 

holding a meeting for people considering both 

clubs. Hopefully, you’ll be able to increase 

your membership by having members partici-

pate in both clubs. 

 

Stress Meeting New People 
    Many incoming members, especially fresh-

men, are worried about making new friends. 

Be sure to explain how TSA unites different 

people throughout the school and State. Also 

promote unity through your own chapter by 

holding events like carwashes and bake sales 

that will earn you money and increase team 

bonding. 

 

Finally, be sure to show how much fun 

TSA is through a slideshow, PowerPoint, Pre-

zi, or some other presentation. If  prospective 

members see people enjoying themselves, they 

will be that much more enthusiastic to join.  

 

Best of  luck to all of  you this year! 

 

 



 

Want your article in the             

PA-POST? E-mail your state  

reporter Morgan Lepre at,  

reporter@patsa.org 

 

Stay tuned for the next 

edition of  the  

PA-POST! 


