
PA-POST: Issue 3 

Hey PA-TSA! This is the third bi-monthly edition of the PA-POST. It’s that 

wonderful time of the year again with all the holidays and breaks coming up! 

Those of you who have been in TSA for a number of years also know that it 

means Regionals is right around the corner! Our season of regional conferences 

kick off on January 14th and 15th with the region 1/6 conference. This is very 

exciting because soon you will be able to showcase all the hard work you have 

done in the last few months. We want all of you to be able to come and join us 

at the state conference out at Seven Springs this April so take a peek in this 

POST on some tips and insider info on getting ready for Regionals! If you need 

anything at all from the State Officers, please don’t hesitate to e-mail us or be 

on the look out for one of us at your conference! 

Good luck getting ready for Regionals! 

President’s Message 

 By: Ben Cutler 
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Please subscribe to the PA-

POST to receive every issue in 

your e-mail! You’ll receive all 

the exciting news going on in 

Pennsylvania TSA! 

http://patsa.org/join-our-

email-list. 

 
Hi PA-TSA! As you are hopefully aware of, regionals is fast approaching! While I 
am sure you are hard at work on all of your events, please keep in mind some of the 
other opportunities that are available to you this year. 

As the state treasurer, I have been working with my fellow state officers to 
help create awareness and funding for the American Cancer Society, TSA’s partner 
in the National Service Project. Around the time of the regional conferences, you 
can expect to see advertisements about the ACS (including information on how you 
can help PA-TSA contribute to this worthy cause) on our website and social media 
platforms. 

After regionals, our involvement with the ACS continues on to the state     
conference! After meeting with an American Cancer Society representative, I am 
happy to inform you that we are continuing many of the amazing fundraising events 
from last year’s state conference while also adding more unique opportunities for 
the members. 

Until the upcoming regional and state conferences, I wish you all the best of 
luck in all your endeavors leading up to regionals and states! Check the PA-TSA 
website in the near future for fundraising tips and charity committee ideas from your 
state officers! 

If you have any questions, please contact me at treasurer@patsa.org. 

Getting Ready for Regionals and 

States! 

By: Mathi Tamilmani 

mailto:treasurer@patsa.org


Want to become more involved in Pennsylvania TSA? 

Sign up on the PA-TSA website for one of our three   

committees! 

 Outreach Committee  

 Communications Committee  

 Membership Committee 

Preparing For Regionals! 

 By: Morgan Lepre 

With winter break approaching, keep in mind that regionals is right around the corner! 

All the excitement leading up to your first conference is great; however, make sure you 

follow these steps when finishing up your events. 

Remember: Focus on details. Make sure you have every aspect of your project as 

neat and as detailed as possible (ex. Using clear cover slips for each page of your    

binder). These improvements will set your project above the rest. 

Read: Be sure to check and double check your regions READ READ READ file on 

the PA-TSA website for updates and clarifications on your events leading up to           

regionals. Some events have different requirements at the regional conference then  

otherwise stated in the national TSA event  matrix.  

Deadlines: Some events are required to be submitted pr ior to your regional      

conference. Be sure to check the PA-TSA website for these deadlines to avoid           

disqualification for an event.  

Procrastination: Make sure you finish your projects as soon as possible. Do not 

put anything off until the week leading up to your conference! This will cause you and 

your group members stress that could have been avoided. Try your best to finish your 

projects ASAP! 

I hope these tips will help you leading up to your regional conference! I know you all 

will do great and find success! Keep working hard and I’ll see you at regionals!  



In the last PA-Post, we introduced the idea that motions are proposals of actions that 

the assembly should take. But what happens after a motion is made? Motions are han-

dled through a series of simple steps that allow an  assembly to debate and decide 

whether or not they should be passed. 

The Motion is Seconded (or Not) 

Once a motion has been made, it has to be seconded by one other member of the as-

sembly in order for it to be considered. This is usually done by simply calling out 

“Second!” The person who seconds a motion does not necessarily have to agree with 

the motion, they only have to think it’s worth discussing. This step prevents time from 

being wasted on motions that no one wants to consider. If a motion does not receive a 

second, it doesn’t come before the assembly. 

The Chair States the Question 

Once a motion gets a second, the chair (usually the president) will say, “It is moved 

and seconded that…” and will restate the motion for the assembly. This makes sure 

everyone understands that a new motion is being discussed and hears the exact word-

ing of it. If the motion is out of order, the chair will say that instead, and the motion 

won’t be considered. 

The Motion is Debated 

Once the chair has stated the question, the floor opens up for debate, assuming the mo-

tion is debatable. If a motion is not debatable, it will go directly to a vote. During this 

time, members discuss the pros and cons of passing the motion. 

It is also during debate that motions directly related to the pending motion may be 

brought up. When this happens, the current motion is put on hold and the new motion 

is handled through these same steps. Once it has been dealt with, consideration returns 

to the original question. 

(Continued on next page) 

How Motions are  

Handled 

    By: Daphne Weiss  



(Continued) 

The Chair Puts the Question and The Motion is Voted On 

When debate ends, either because no one has more to say or because the previous   

question (a motion to end    debate and go directly to a vote) has passed, the chair puts 

the question to a vote by restating the motion exactly as it is phrased. Instructions are 

then given on how voting will take place and the assembly votes. 

Results of the Vote are Given 

Finally, the chair announces which side won the vote and states what the effect of this 

result is. For example, if the vote was on an amendment, the chair will say what side 

“has” the vote and whether or not the main motion will be amended. 

In the next issue, we will go over some common motions, including how to make them 

and what they do. Until then, feel free to contact me at parliamentarian@patsa.org with 

any questions or suggestions!  

Interested in becoming a 

state officer? 

Be sure to attend the state 

officer special interest     

seminar at your regional     

conference! 




