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5) Begin!

 Unfortunately, most TSA students have had the experience of finishing (or doing the
entirety of) their events the night before the conference they are competing in. It may save
you from doing much work for a couple months, but this strategy isn’t the best if you hope

to place well in your event. While this guide can’t guarantee a successful finish in the
competition, it might just help you get there.

Read the official rules
The official rules for your event will outline what the
event is, requirements, materials needed, judging
criteria, and so much more important information
regarding your event and how you compete in it.

Find your event theme
Not every event has a theme, but many do. To see if
your event does, look for the "Themes and Problems"
page on tsaweb.org. Your event will give you more
specific information about specifications for this year’s
competition in your event. 

Read the READ READ READ
The READ READ READ is a document that lists every
event and what will be required for that event in
competition. You might not have to do as much work as
you thought you did from the official rules and theme so
make sure to check this out.

Make a plan
By yourself for an individual event or with your team for
a team event, make a plan for how you will accomplish
everything you need for the next conference you’re
competing in. This could include building a product,
writing your portfolio, or practicing for a live portion.
Make a timeline to help ensure you follow your plan.

Begin!
Once you’ve done all of these things, it’s time to start
working. Talk to other students in your chapter or an
advisor if you encounter any problems you need help
with (which will probably happen).



 Hey PA-TSA! Regional is fast approaching, and you know what that means? It is time to
start putting your event plans into action. As you work to complete your events, here are

some small, but important, rules to keep in mind. 

No Names
Your name should not be included on any
portion of your project unless otherwise
specified by the event-specific rules. This
includes your Plan of Work Logs, which
should include initials only. If you are
uncertain about whether or not your event has
an exception, please contact your chapter
advisor. 

Citations
Many events require you to include citations in
your paperwork. Anything that uses the ideas
or research of others should be cited, and
both in-text and bibliographic citations should
be included.

Title Page
Be sure to read your event rules carefully and
include all of the needed information on your
title page. Also, do not forget to update your
title page from competition to competition.

Signatures
Make sure to get your Plan of Work Log
signed by your advisor.

Consent and Release + Copyright Checklist
Don’t forget to include these documents if
your event requires them! Be sure to get all of
the proper signatures well in advance. 

These are just a few of TSA’s small but very important rules. There are others as well, so it
is recommended that you read your event’s rules as well as the TSA General Rules before

submitting any of your events. Good luck!



Hello Juniors. You may be wondering why, in this chilly December month, I reach out with a
PA Post article about this upcoming summer. The truth is—NOW—not a few months from
now, is the best time to position yourself for a productive summer.

A winning strategy for your summer is the following: spend your December and January
applying to summer programs. For highly motivated TSA students, I recommend applying to
three to six programs. I recommend applying to a range of competitive free programs
(acceptance rates below 20%), at least one non-competitive free program (acceptance rate
above 50%) and as many paid COMPETITIVE programs as your budget allows. 

It is important to have a back up plan, if none of these programs accept you. I would
encourage networking with the professionals around you to ensure you have a gainful way
to spend your summer. 

Regional  Conferences
1&6- January 21, 2023

2- January 28, 2023
3- February 4, 2023
5- January 28, 2023
7- February 4, 2023
8- January 21, 2023
9- February 4, 2023

Winter Board of Directors
Meeting

January 14, 2023
State Conference
April 19-22, 2023

Does your chapter need fundraiser ideas? How about recruitment tips?
Whatever it is, we want to make sure you get the help you need! PA-
TSA has a ton of incredible resources available to chapters. Scan the
QR code to find an entire page of toolkits and resources to help your
chapter make the most of this year!


