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November 5, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing on behalf of the 17,941 students in 128 school districts across Pennsylvania that are members of the Pennsylvania Technology Student Association (TSA). For over thirty-one years, TSA has fostered personal growth, leadership, and opportunities in technology, innovation, design, and engineering. Members apply and integrate science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) concepts through co-curricular activities, competitive events and related programs. 
As the state has now widened the PSSA testing window to include the entire month of April and the first week of May, we face a conflict in that the 2010 PA-TSA State Conference is scheduled for Wednesday, April 14 – Saturday, April 17. Upon this realization, the PA-TSA Board of Directors and State Conference Director explored several options to remedy this conflict. Over the years, we have built an exceptional working relationship with Seven Springs Conference Center and first looked at rescheduling with them. Their conference staff is well aware of the difficulty we are facing with PSSA testing and have worked with us to the best of their ability. Due to a lack of available dates from the resort (they typically book conferences 3-5 years in advance) and conflicts with religious holidays, however, we were unable to reschedule our conference at Seven Springs. We also considered other venues; most of which were unsatisfactory for the approximately 1600 students, teachers, and guests that attend our state conference. The venues that were physically able to handle our membership in terms of lodging, food, and space needed for competitive events were exorbitantly expensive and would put an undue financial burden on our students. After weeks of careful debate, we made the decision to run the 2010 State Conference during its originally-contracted dates of Wednesday, April 14 – Saturday, April 17.  
We are asking for your flexibility in allowing your students that have qualified for the PA-TSA State Conference to attend April 14-17, 2010 with the understanding that these TSA students will make up the missed test(s) upon their return to school. TSA students tend to be strong, motivated, responsible students who will perform on the tests regardless of whether they test during the originally scheduled time slots or during the times pre-assigned for make-up testing. In addition to providing the students with an extraordinary learning experience, this conference is a qualifying conference for the TSA National Conference that will be held in June of 2010. We recognize the importance of PSSA testing and the subsequent impact these tests can have on school districts. With this in mind, we will continue to work to eliminate this conflict in the future. We greatly appreciate your cooperation and support in this matter. Should you have further questions/concerns, please feel free to speak to your local TSA advisor and/or contact me directly. 
Sincerely,

Robert N. Rudolph




Lauren Lapinski
President, Board of Directors



Conference Director
Pennsylvania Technology Student Association
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rrudolph@cvschools.org
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