Pennsylvania Career and Technical Student Organizations Celebration

The Pennsylvania Career and Technical Student Organizations, CTSO’s, held their annual recognition dinner just this past month, on February 8th and 9th.  Students, advisors, parents and many others, came out to celebrate the exceptional opportunities all of these organizations have to offer.  Pennsylvania Technology Student Association (TSA) was one of the eight organizations represented that night.  The other organizations that attended were: DECA, FBLA, FCCLA, FFA, HOSA, PYFA, and SkillsUSA.
Although the dinner was a main event, many other activities were offered throughout the days that included a ribbon cutting, an open house at Harrisburg University, and a tour of the state capital.  These activities enriched members and expanded the knowledge while having fun.  As a Pennsylvania-TSA state officer stated; “I am not regretting the day of school missed to attend!”  One highlight of the day was the virtual reality "sphere" that allowed the player to actually walk inside the sphere, which is intended to build scientific virtual reality models that can create an inclusive learning environment in the near future.

At the recognition dinner, speakers from every organization presented their goals and ideas with the whole group.  Even though these groups’ ambitions range from technology to community service, many of the ideas and goals are extremely similar and can be shared with each other and used to improve each organization.  This is exactly what the Pennsylvania-TSA state officers’ plan on doing with the ideas that were shared that day. 
Some of the thoughts that were shared include new ideas for member participation, communication, and training.  Every group had something unique to offer and everyone gained new insights into the way each organization operates and what works.  At the end of the night, some officers exchanged emails in efforts to improve cooperation between groups, and the Pennsylvania-TSA state officers plan on taking advantage of the fantastic opportunities this will offer.  Overall, attending the CTSO recognition dinner and other events were outstanding experiences for everyone there.

Kelsey Johnson 
Reporter
reporter@patsa.org,  junior at Quakertown High School
